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make one wish he had been more of a gentleman, the memoirs of Lerdo 
unconsciously disclose the enormous difficulties that await the man who 
endeavors to govern Mexico constitutionally. His description of the 
massacre of Vera Cruz, as the result of Diaz's telegram, Matalos en 
caliente, is a model of rapid, vivid sketch work. But " Papa Lerdo's " 
manifest error was in attempting to apply European culture and adminis- 
tration to a country too recently emerged from despotism and anarchy 
to understand constitutional government. 

E. L. C. Morse. 

COMMUNICATION 

June 4, 1913. 
To the Editor of the American Historical Review: 
Sir: 

The reviewer of my book The Origin of the English Constitution 
in your April number, pp. 567-571, frankly admits at the close that he 
may at various places have mistaken my meaning. Will you allow me 
through the Review to ask those who may be interested in the subject not 
to accept the interpretation of the book which is given by the reviewer 
but to go directly to the book itself for their knowledge of what it says? 
The reviewer's interpretation in general, and in most of the specific 
statements made, I cannot accept as an accurate representation of my 
ideas. The analysis of my arguments at the foot of p. 568 and on p. 570, 
for example, I wholly repudiate. I hope I should never make use of 
such arguments, nor have I ever entertained such ideas. Any one who 
will turn to n. 10, p. 21, which is cited, will see that it is clearly con- 
cerned with a single point only, and cannot fairly be used as a general 
confession; that it is quite the contrary indeed. But I do not care to go 
into detail. I merely wish to ask any who may be interested to get their 
ideas of the book from its own pages. 

G. B. Adams. 



